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BEK South Morton County Fiber Optic Line, Alex Atkinson (PI)

A Class III Cultural Resource Inventory of the BEK South Morton County Fiber Optice Line in 
Morton and Burleigh Counties, North Dakota 
by Amanda Baker

Beaver Creek Archaeology, Inc.
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1

1927 9 6

4 7 5

25 26 Other Style

 N/A  

Built 1927, reconstructed after 1953 tornado

Concrete (basement) 1.0

Hip, shed

Original (to 1950s) openings intact, some windows boarded

Bismarck Tribune ("Battle to Survive Ends for Tiny Fort Rice School," May 19, 1979)

✔

✔
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UPDATE
MO 1559

Feature 1 is the Fort Rice School, a rural school building originally built in 1927. A devastating tornado 
almost completely leveled Fort Rice on May 29, 1953, tearing most of the building off of its foundation 
and leaving only the entry. The school was one of only two buildings rebuilt in Fort Rice in the wake of 
the tornado (the other being a church). The Mandan School Board closed the school at the end of the 
1978-79 school year. 
 
Because the school building was rebuilt in the 1950s, possibly from scratch but possibly incorporating 
the 1927 entry on its south side, it has features earlier rural schools lack, namely a poured concrete 
basement and contemporary ribbon windows on its west elevation popularized by the International, 
Prairie, and Ranch styles. The hip roof, with its gable ridge running north to south, is covered with 
asphalt shingles, with a red brick chimney, missing a few bricks, emerging just south of the gable. 
There is also a shed roof over the basement level on the west elevation. Siding is horizontal wood.  
 
Primary entry is through the protruding hip roof hall on the west side of the south elevation. This 
features a half-glass door with three horizontal fixed glass windows above and three wooden panels 
below on its east side. There is a casement window high on its west side with three vertical panes. 
Above the hip roof entry is a sign with large black letters reading “FORT RICE” and a light fixture 
above. On the east side of the main elevation is a 1/1 sash window. 
 
The west elevation features a basement level ell with six openings (two on the south elevation, four on 
the west elevation) in the concrete foundation. Five of these openings appear to be windows, but they 
are all boarded with plywood. The last may be a coal chute. Above the ell, a ribbon of seven apparently 
intact horizontal rectangular casement windows provides light. 
 
The north elevation is without openings for vents, windows, or doors. The wood siding on this side is 
weathered, with one piece missing. 
 
The east elevation features a ribbon of six combination windows, each with three panes arranged 
vertically, on its north side. These windows appear intact. Below, there are four basement-level window 
openings that have been boarded with plywood. 
 
Although this rural school represents the 1950s more clearly than its 1927 incarnation, it remains 
extremely important to the architectural and social history of Fort Rice and rural North Dakota 
education. That the school was one of only two buildings rebuilt after the disastrous 1953 tornado, and 
that it continued to educate rural children for 26 years after that speaks to the enormous importance of  
 
(Continued next page)
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UPDATE
MO 1559

(Feature 1 description, integrity, eligibility continued) 
 
the school and its role in the Fort Rice community, even as the magnitude of the tornado’s destruction 
sounded the death knell for a once-thriving small town. It appears to have remained exactly the same in 
plan as the day children last attended school there in 1979. Rural schoolhouses are a vanishing 
resource in North Dakota, and this one embodies the resilient spirit of those who lived through the 
tornado. It possesses integrity of location and setting, as well as design and workmanship, although the 
asphalt shingles are modern and negatively impact its integrity of materials. With integrity of feeling and 
association well intact, Feature 1 is recommended eligible under Criteria A and C.

Emilie Arnold 11/25/2019
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Complete one Page 2 for each architectural feature at the site. 

Architectural Feature # 

Construction Date Feature Type Condition 

Feature Date  Context  Plan Shape 

Structural System Primary Exterior  Style 

Original Owner’s Ethnicity Secondary Exterior Architect/Builder 

Other Information: 

Foundation Stories 

Roof/Cornice 

Window  

Dating Method(s): 

Feature Preservation Recommendation(s) (Check all that apply): 

Individual nomination 

Contributes to a potential district 

No nomination potential 

Will not contribute to a district 

Potential district—feature would be a contributing element if other properties constitute a district 

Thematic nomination potential 

Component of a historic site or landscape 

Moved (specify all applicable choices)—a) relocation occurred within a historic period; b) 
recreates original site, orientation, landscape, & spatial relationships; c) compatible in context 
with neighboring structures; d) relocation has damaged eligibility 

Historical associations require further investigation 
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(First Name & Last Name) (mm/dd/year) 

Instructions to complete this form: (1) Download ; (2) Save A Copy; (3) Submit a paper copy of the form to the 
SHSND and a PDF version of the form and corresponding GIS shapefiles to the FTP site of the SHSND.
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2

50 7

7 7 5

25 26 Utilitarian

   

Concrete 1.0

Shed

No windows

Professional estimate

✔

✔
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Complete a Page 3 for each feature. 

1. Feature Description, Integrity, Eligibility:

Recorded By Date Recorded 
(First Name & Last Name) (mm/dd/year) 

Instructions to complete this form: (1) Download ; (2) Save A Copy; (3) Submit a paper copy of the form to the 
SHSND and a PDF version of the form and corresponding GIS shapefiles to the FTP site of the SHSND.

UPDATE
MO 1559

Feature 2 is a privy located approximately 45’ west of Feature 1. It most likely dates to the 1950s. It is 
wood framed with wood siding, a concrete foundation, and a shed roof of asphalt shingles slanting 
upward to the south. Access is through the south elevation, where there is an entry door on its east side. 
The east elevation features a high vent. The north (rear) elevation has no openings of any kind. 
 
Feature 2 is in excellent physical condition. It is visible in precisely the same location in historic FSA aerial 
imagery from 1957-1962 and was most likely constructed after the tornado of 1953. The historic aerial 
suggests there was a second privy located 45’ to the west that is no longer extant. Feature 2 possesses 
integrity of location, setting, design, and workmanship. The use of asphalt shingles negatively impacts its 
integrity of materials. As a privy necessary for the workings of the rural school, Feature 2 contributes to 
the historic significance of Feature 1. While not necessarily eligible to the NRHP on its own merits, it 
supports the eligibility of site 32MO1559 under Criteria A and C. 

Emilie Arnold 11/25/2019
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Complete one Page 4 for the entire site. 
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3. Access (to rural areas):

4. Site Area (ft²):

5. Description of SETTING:
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Instructions to complete this form: (1) Download ; (2) Save A Copy; (3) Submit a paper copy of the form to the 
SHSND and a PDF version of the form and corresponding GIS shapefiles to the FTP site of the SHSND.

UPDATE
MO 1559

Delila Nelson 
211 10th Ave NW 
Mandan, ND 58554

32MO1559 is located in the rural community of Fort Rice, ND, approximately 1/3 mile due west of the 
Missouri River. It is located in a field in the middle of a residential area. The land surrounding the 
settlement of Fort Rice is characterized by agricultural use.

Emilie Arnold 11/25/2019
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Field Code SITS# 32 

6. Summary of ALL Site Features & Evaluation of Significance:

7. References/Comments:

Recorded By Date Recorded 
(First Name & Last Name) (mm/dd/year) 

Instructions to complete this form: (1) Download ; (2) Save A Copy; (3) Submit a paper copy of the form to the 
SHSND and a PDF version of the form and corresponding GIS shapefiles to the FTP site of the SHSND.

UPDATE
MO 1559

32MO1559 is a site with two features: the Fort Rice School (ca. 1927/1950s) and a privy (ca. 1950s). 
 
Under Criterion A, a site would be considered for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) 
nomination if it can be associated with an event that is significant to history. Site 32MO1559 is 
associated with both the catastrophic 1953 Fort Rice tornado and also the state, regional, and local 
history of rural education in North Dakota and the Mandan school district; therefore, it is recommended 
eligible under Criterion A. 
 
Under Criterion B, a site would be considered eligible if it can be associated with the lives of significant 
persons in our past. Based on a deed search, site 32MO1559 is associated with the Gwyther family, for 
which the Fort Rice area was once known; however, Annie Roberta Gwyther did not own this land at 
the time the first school was built (1912). Site 32MO1559 is not considered eligible under Criterion B. 
 
Under Criterion C, a site could be considered eligible if it: (a) embodies a distinctive characteristic of a 
type, period, or method of construction; (b) represents the work of a master; (c) possesses high artistic 
value; (d) represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual 
distinction. Site 32MO1559 retains high integrity of location, design, setting, workmanship, and 
materials, which contribute to integrity of feeling and association, as a good example of a country 
school house of 1950s design. Therefore, it is eligible under Criterion C. 
 
Under Criterion D, if a site has yielded or is likely to yield information important to our history or 
prehistory it could be eligible for the NRHP consideration. Based on a site visit, site 32MO1559 is not 
likely to possess information potential. Therefore, it is not eligible under Criterion D. 

Bismarck Tribune newspaper archives (Newspapers.com) 
Historic FSA aerial imagery 1957-1962 
Morton County property and tax records

Emilie Arnold 11/25/2019
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Table 1:  Morton County Deed Search: T135N R79W Section 11 NW SW NW Block 1, Lot 5-6 &7 

Book # Page # Date Grantor Grantee Deed Type 
TRS Deed Book 

15 553 5/21/1908 USA Annie Roberta Gwyther 
Patent 

(S1/2NW) 

21 490 10/28/1908 Annie Roberta Gwyther 
Northwestern Improvement 

Company 

Waranty (15 
acres, 

E1/2SWNW) 

27 205 11/29/1907 Annie Roberta Gwyther 
Northwestern Improvement 

Company 
Warranty 

(E1/2SWNW) 

35 580 4/3/1912 Annie Roberta Gwyther 
The Immaculate Conception 

Church 
Warranty 

(Block 2, Lot 4) 
Starting with 35/580, all deeds were in a different block. Below: Plat book for town of Gwyther (Fort Rice) 

34 297 12/2/1911 
Sherman and Nellie 

Sevenly 
James Wead 

Warranty 
(Block 1, Lot 3) 

65 393 7/26/1928 
Northwestern 

Improvement Company 
C. O. Levorsen 

Deed (Block 1, 
Lot 6) 

83 267 10/1/1940 
M.J. Tobin (County 

Auditor) 
Morton County 

Deed (Block 1, 
Lots 1-10) 

77 416 8/24/1928 
C.O. Levorsen and F.E. 

Levorsen 
Fort Rice School District #30 

Quit Claim 
(Block 1, Lot 6) 

88 571 3/24/1947 
Fort Rice School District 

#30 
Fort Rice, ND 

County Deed 
(Block 1, Lots 5 

and 7) 

291494 7/5/1985 

Mandan Public School 
District #1 (Successor of 
Fort Rice School District 

#30) 

Wayne Raunchwater 
Quit Claim 

(Block 1, Lots 
5-7) 

292511 10/8/1985 Morton County Fort Rice School District #30 

County Deed 
(Block 1, Lots 

1-4 & 8-10), “in 
lieu of deed 
issued on 

11/18/1952, 
which has been 

lost or 
destroyed” 

Gwyther main book notes Fort Rice School District #30 at Block 1, Lots 3, 4, 8, and 10 

446745 10/16/2012 
Jess Nelson (Estate of 
Wayne Raunchwater) 

Delila Nelson 

Deed of 
Personal 

Representation 
(Block 1, Lots 

1-10) 

490241 8/8/2019 Delila Nelson James A. and Julie A. Nelson 
Warranty 

(Block 1, Lots 
1-10) 
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Figure 1: From Bismarck Tribune, “Tiny Fort Rice, Leveled by Twister, Surveys Havoc,” June 1, 1953, page 7. 

 

Figure 2: From Bismarck Tribune, “Tornado Tragedy: Two Killed, Fort Rice Flattened in 1953 Twister,” June 9, 
2013, page 1A. Caption: “The May 29, 1953, tornado tore off all but the entrance of the Fort Rice School. Desks and 

school books were scattered all over by the raging wind.” 
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Figure 3: Bismarck Tribune, May 19, 1979, pages 1-2. 
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Figure 4: Feature 1, looking northeast, November 13, 2019. 

 

Figure 5: Feature 1, looking southeast, November 13, 2019. 



32MO1559 Update Attachment – Page 5 of 7 

 

Figure 6: Feature 1, looking southwest. 

 

Figure 7: Feature 1, looking west. 
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Figure 8: Feature 1, looking northwest. 

 

Figure 9: Feature 2, looking north. 
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Figure 10: Feature 2, looking southwest. 
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Conshuction
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Feature Type
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Architect/Builder
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lndividual nomination
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Contributes to a potential district
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-Component 
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neighboring structures; d) relocation has damaged eligibility
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NDCRS ARCHITECTURALSITE FORM
Data

Field Code srTs#

Gomplete a Paqe 3 for each feature.

1. Featu re Description, I ntegrity, Eli gi bility :
The feature is a one room prairie school sitting on a poured epncrete basement. The school is in its
original location in the town of Fort Rice. The school experienced a tomado in 1953 that damaged the
school and parts of it were rebuilt to what you see today. The hip roof is covered with asphalt shingles.
There is a red brick chimney on the south facing slope of the roof. The soffits are closed, The main
portion of the building mesures 35 feet north to south and 25 teet east to west. The entry measures 12
feet by 5 feet. There is a leanto on a portion of the basement that has a shed roof, covered with
asphalt shingles. This measures 30 feet north to south by 13 feet east to west. This is likely the where
the upper portion was desfoyed by the tomado.

The siding is 6 inch wood lap with metal corner trim. Half the school has been recently painted. There
are 7 fixed pane windows just under the eaves on the west side, above the leanto portion of the school.
A bank of six large 3 panel windows are seen on the east wall of the school, all glass intact. Broken
blinds can be seen from the outside of the school. There is a 3 panelwood doorwith a three pane
glass window at the top one third giving entry into the school. The door is locked. There is a small, 3
fixed pane window to the left of the door. One more double hung window faces south in the main room
of the school. In visiting with a gentleman in the town of Fort Rice I leamed that the walls and ceiling
are finished with wallboard. The floor is tongue and groove hardwood. There is a blackboard along the
north wall. Ebcticity is present. The east basementwall has four covered windoy openings and there
are 4 more on the west basement wall of the leanto as well as two more facing south. There is also a
door for fuel on that west wall.

Recoded Date
(Firct l{ame & l-ast Name} (mm/ddlyear)

Instructions to complete a digital version of this form: (1) Download a copy; (2) Open the saved blank copy; (3) Fill out
the form; (4) Use the Save As command to rename the form appropriately, and save; (5) Prlnt and submit to SHSND.

Kathy Wilner 8t14t2019
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NDCRS ARCHITECTURAL SITE FORM
PAGE A-SITE DESCRIPTION

Field stTs#

Gomplete one Page 4 for the entire sr?e.

2. Owner's Contact lnformation
Delila Nelson
Mandan ND 58554

3. Access (to ruralareas):
Drive south of Mandan on 1806 about 31 miles. The village of Fort Rice is on the east side of the road
Take the one main road into town, called Fort Rice Avenue, and tum left onto Fort Rice Street and the
school is on the left about a block in.

4. SiteArea (fF)

5. Description of SErIlilG:
This school sits in a very small torrn with a bar to the west, an old chuch building the the east and a few
houses around the town.

Recorded Date
(Fist llame & Last Name| (mm/ddlyear)

lnstructions to complete a digital version of this fom: (1) Download a copy; (2) Open the saved blank copy; (3) Fill out
the form; (4) Use the Save As command to rename the form appropriately, and save; (5) Print and submit to SHSND.

Kathy Wilner 4t2019



State Historical Society of North Dakota NDCRS 2015

NDCRS ARCHITECTURAL SITE FORM
PAGE 5-s/TE DESCRIPTION

Field SITS#

6. Summary of ALL Site Features & Evaluation of Significance:

7. ReferencesiComments
Kathy Wilner
366 43rd Ave SE
Bowdon ND 58418

Recorded Date
(First Name & l*t Name) (mm/ddryear)

lnstructions to complete a digital version of this form: (1) Download a copy; (2) Open the saved blank copy; (3) Fill out
the form; (4) Use the SaveAs command to rename the form appropriately, and save; (5) Printand submit to SHSND.

Kathy Wilner
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